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4 towns
consider
combining
police mto
one force

By Ashley Murray
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Four Mon Valley communities
have the support of Allegheny
County and the state to join their
small police departments into
one regional force, but some local
officials aren’t yet convinced that
the idea could improve efficiency
and public safety to their commu-
nities.

County Executive Rich Fitz-
gerald joined elected officials
from Braddock, East Pittsburgh,
North Braddock and Rankin on
Monday to applaud the work
community leaders have done to
lead a “historic” push in “realiz-
ing that the whole can be greater
than the sum of the parts.”

“We know that East Pittsburgh
right now doesn’t have police,
and they rely on state police, and
each one of the boroughs and mu-
nicipalities has a challenge,” Mr.
Fitzgerald said at a news confer-
ence in front of the Braddock mu-
nicipal building.

The four boroughs currently
have 31 part-time officers, some
of whom make overtime, and two
full-time officers among them —
with Braddock having 8.5 part-
time officers; North Braddock at
13 part-time and one full-time offi-
cer; and Rankin at 9.5 part-time
and one full-time, according to
the Pennsylvania Department of
Community and Economic
Development.

Proponents of regionalization
argue that the cash-strapped mu-
nicipalities would be able to pool
resources and hire a full-time
force with benefits rather than
facing the “revolving door” of
part-time officers.

“Our police budget is over a
third of our entire budget, so this
is a big deal,” said Tina Doose,
one of Braddock’s council mem-
bers.

The regionalization proposal,
developed in part with the state,
calls for 12 full-time officers — a
chief, a sergeant, a detective and/
or traffic officer, and eight patrol
officers — plus six part-time offi-
cers and a secretary for a total of
$771,000 in salaries and $520,000

SEE POLICE, PAGE A-4
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How to build a highway

The making of the Southern Beltway

Construction worker Tony Jefferson walks past part of the $900 million Southern Beltway project, which will
connect Interstate 79 and Route 22 near Pittsburgh International Airport, on Thursday on the boundary of

South Fayette and Cecil.

CONCRETE PROGRESS

Southern Beltway faces miles of paving before 2022 opening

By Ed Blazina
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Dale Rosinski stands on the
finished side of a 1,500-foot
curved bridge across the valley
above Fort Cherry Road in
Robinson, Washington County.
He watches as crews set rein-
forcement bars on the unfin-
ished bridge beside it in prepa-
ration for overnight paving.

Miles of finished roadway for
the new Southern Beltway lead
up to each end of the bridge. In
some areas, mile markers and
exit signs already are in place.

“It’s really starting to come
together,” said Mr. Rosinksi,
construction project manager
for consultant CDR Maguire.

The 13-mile, $900 million toll
road that the Pennsylvania
Turnpike is building near Pitts-
burgh International Airport,
joining Interstate 79 near South-
pointe with Route 22, is heading
into its final year of mainline
construction.

Although some excavation re-
mains for the complicated I-79
interchange, four years of work
to level hills and fill in valleys
for road construction has been
completed. Five of the seven sec-

tions of the project are just

Steph Chambers/Post-Gazette photos

Construction crews work on the beltway Thursday in South Fayette
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waiting finishing touches.

The Southern Beltway is
starting to look like the first to-
tally new highway built in this
region in decades.

Bridging a challenge

It’s hard to surprise Bob Kohl-
myer, a construction supervisor
for CDR Maguire with decades
of construction experience.

But when he walked into a

meeting with contractors for the
bridge over Fort Cherry Road
earlier this year, he didn’t ex-
pect their solution to an age-old
challenge. When crews assem-
ble girders for the framework of
anew bridge, it’s almost inevita-
ble that the beams come up at
least a few inches short because
bolts fit in a loose slot that al-
lows some variation from one to
the next.

In Mr. Kohlmyer’s experi-
ence, crews usually make ad-
justments to the beams to make
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Trump
to make

SCOTUS
pick by
Saturday

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump said Monday he ex-
pects to announce his pick for the
Supreme Court by week’s end —
before Justice Ruth Bader Gins-
burg is buried — launching a mon-
umental Senate confirmation fight
ahead of the November election.

Mr. Trump said he is planning
to name his pick by Friday or
Saturday, ahead of the first presi-
dential election debate.

Justice Ginsburg’s casket is to
be on view mid-
week on the
iconic steps out- INSIDE
side the court e Ginsburg to
and later at the be honored at
Capitol. She is Supreme Court,
to be buried Capitol this
next week in a week, Page A-6
private service
at Arlington
National Cemetery.

Democrats, led by presidential
nominee Joe Biden, are protest-
ing the Republicans’ rush to re-
place Justice Ginsburg, saying
voters should speak first — on
Election Day, Nov. 3 — and the
winner of the White House
should fill the vacancy.

Mr. Trump told “Fox & Friends”
he had a list of five finalists, “prob-
ably four.” He says his choice will
likely be a woman.

As for the swift action, Mr.
Trump said, “I think that would be
good for the Republican Party, and
I think it would be good for every-
body to get it over with.’

The impending clash over the
vacant seat — when to fill it and
with whom — has scrambled the
stretch run of the presidential race
for a nation already reeling from
the pandemic that has Kkilled nearly
200,000 people, left millions unem-
ployed and heightened partisan
tensions and anger.

Democrats point to the hypoc-
risy of Republicans in trying to
rush through a pick so close to the
election after refusing to do so for
President Barack Obama in Febru-
ary 2016, long before that year’s
election. Mr. Biden is appealing to

SEE HIGHWAY, PAGE A-4

SEE COURT, PAGE A-6

Show introduces 9 women who gave

Andy Warhol a “F'emme Touch’

By Marylynne Pitz
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Andy Warhol befriended ac-
tresses, filmmakers, models, musi-
cians and singers. Some achieved
fame, while others were ill-fated
comets who streaked only briefly
across tabloid headlines.

Now, nine creative women who
influenced the Pittsburgh-born pop
artist are the subject of a new exhi-
bition, “Femme Touch,” on view at
The Andy Warhol Museum
through Jan. 3. Organized by chief
curator Jose Carlos Diaz, this excel-
lent show features stunning photo-
graphs, digitally remastered color
film footage and a dazzling array of
portraits.

The North Side museum’s galler-
ies have a “classy trashy” feel cre-
ated by Erin Foster, a local graphic
designer who blended diner decor
and movie house mystery with
coral neon signs glowing on walls
painted a dark eggplant shade.

The show begins with Warhol’s

The Andy Warhol Museum

Images from “Femme Touch,” an exhibition on women intertwined with
Andy Warhol's life and career, are on display at The Andy Warhol Museum

on the North Side.

mother, Julia, dressed in a round
hat, a string of pearls and a going-to-
church dress. Photographer Duane
Michals’ affectionate portrait in

Warhol’s Manhattan apartment
conveys the lifelong bond between

SEE WARHOL, PAGE A-2

By Torsten Ove
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Lawyers representing four
counties and Republican politi-
cians said Monday the adminis-
tration of Gov. Tom Wolf has
failed to show why a federal
judge’s order striking down sev-
eral of the main COVID-19-re-
lated restrictions imposed by
Mr. Wolf should be stayed.

U.S. District Judge William
Stickman IV in Pittsburgh on
Sept. 14 ruled that the restric-
tions violated the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

The ruling meant that gather-
ings of more than 250 people
outdoors and 25 indoors would
be permitted despite the fact
that the state continues to urge
citizens to avoid big gatherings.

Mr. Wolf, a Democrat, asked
for a stay of the order and the
judge set Monday as a deadline
for the plaintiffs to respond.

Lawyers for the plaintiffs
said the Wolf administration

Counties fight Woll’s stay

of order to hft restrictions

has failed to establish any of the
four elements required to stay
the court order.

Specifically, the attorneys
said the administration has
failed to show that it will pre-
vail on the merits of an appeal
to the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals, that the administra-
tion will suffer “irreparable
harm?” if the stay is not granted,
that the plaintiffs will not suffer
greater harm if the stay is
granted and that the public in-
terest will be served by granting
the stay.

“Despite the complete lack of
evidence, defendants continue
to assert that further constitu-
tional violations are needed to
protect the citizens of the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania
from themselves,” the lawyers
wrote. “If such assertions were
true, surely, defendants would
have been able to produce some
expert testimony or evidence in

SEE WOLF, PAGE A-4

To view our complete coverage of the COVID-19 pandemic, go to https://newsinteractive.post-gazette.com/coronavirus
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Can ol’ No. 12 replace the Kardashians?

CDC conluses public

on airborne virus spread

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The top
U.S. public health agency
has stirred confusion by
posting — and then taking
down — an apparent change
in its position on how easily
COVID-19 can spread from
person to person via small
droplets in the air.

Officials at the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention say the virus
spreads primarily through
small airborne droplets,
like those that fly through
the air when someone
coughs or sneezes. Most
CDC guidance about social
distancing is built around
that idea, saying 6 feet is a
safe buffer between people
not wearing masks.

In interviews, CDC offi-
cials have also acknowl-
edged growing evidence the
virus can in some cases also
spread via even smaller,
aerosolized particles or
droplets. That’s one of the
reasons public health ex-
perts stress wearing a mask,
which can stop or reduce
contact with both larger
droplets and aerosolized par-
ticles.

The CDC has maintained
the spread is mainly
through the larger droplets.
And for months, its website
said little about aerosolized
particles.

So the agency’s position
appeared to have changed

quietly posted an update
that discussed aerosolized
particles in more detail. The
post added singing and
breathing to the ways the vi-
rus can go airborne, and it
said COVID-19 can remain
suspended in the air and
drift more than 6 feet. It also
emphasized the importance
of ventilation indoors.

Federal health officials on
Monday said the posting Fri-
day was a mistake, put out
before full editing and clear-
ance was completed. They
said the CDC is planning to
clarify the agency’s think-
ing, but it did not immedi-
ately release a statement or
revision.

The agency has come un-
der attack for past revisions
of guidance during the pan-
demic, some of which were
driven by political consider-
ations by the Trump admin-
istration.

Some said whatever
drove the most recent confu-
sion, the episode may fur-
ther chip away public confi-
dence in the CDC.

“The consistent inconsis-
tency in this administra-
tion’s guidance on COVID-19
has severely compromised
the nation’s trust in our pub-
lic health agencies,” said Dr.
Howard Koh, a Harvard
University public health
professor who was a high-
ranked official in the U.S.
Department of Health and
Human Services during the

when the CDC on Friday Obamaadministration.
ALMANAC
On this day, September 22

1857 The first railroad bridge across the Allegheny River, a
wooden structure, was opened to bring the Ohio & Pennsylvania

Railroad into the city of Pittsburgh.

1949 The Mellon Educational & Charitable Trust Fund gave
$1.3.6 million to the University of Pittsburgh to build and operate
a Graduate School of Public Health.

1964 The musical “Fiddler on the Roof,” starring Zero Mostel,
opened on Broadway, beginning a run of 3,242 performances.
1991 The Pirates clinched the National League’s Eastern divi-
sion title (but would lose to the Atlanta Braves in the playoffs).
Some items are from Stefan Lorant’s “Pittsburgh: The Story of
an American City” (digital.library.pitt.edu,/chronology).

— Compiled by Rick Nowlin

Today’s birthdays: Baseball Hall of Fame manager Tommy
Lasorda, 93. Dancer/choreographer/singer Toni Basil, 77. Actor
Paul Le Mat, 75. Capt. Mark Phillips, 72. Actor Shari Belafonte,
66. Singer Debby Boone, 64. Actor Lynn Herring, 63. Classical
crossover singer Andrea Bocelli, 62. Singer-musician Joan Jett,
62. Actor Scott Baio, 60. Actor Catherine Oxenberg, 59. Actor
Bonnie Hunt, 59. Actor Rob Stone, 58. Actor James Hillier (TV:
“The Crown”), 47. Actor Mireille Enos, 45. Actor Daniella Alonso,
42. Actor Michael Graziadei, 41. Actor Ashley Drane (Eckstein),
39. Actor Katie Lowes, 38. Actor Tatiana Maslany, 35. Actor Uk-
weli Roach (TV: “Blindspot”), 34. Actor Tom Felton, 33. Actor
Teyonah Parris, 33. Actor Juliette Goglia, 25. Actor Dalya Knapp,

10.

Thought for today: “Autumn, the year’s last, loveliest smile.”
— William Cullen Bryant, American poet (1794-1878)

Corrections & clarifications

Ifyou have a correction and cannot reach the
responsible reporter or editor, please call the office of Stan
Wischnowski, executive editor, at 412-263-1890.
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n the broad spec-

trum of global

environmental

tragedies, na-

tional tragedies
and personal tragedies, our
painful losses have been
counted in the hundreds of
thousands here in 2020. So
where exactly would you
rate the news from Sept. 8
that “Keeping Up With the
Kardashians” will be end-
ingnext year?

Low, probably.

Extremely low.

But there it isnonethe-
less, the numbing reality
that in 2021, Americans are
toberelieved of duty when
it comes to following the ex-
cruciatingly vapid adven-
tures of Kim Kardashian;
her mother, Kris; and Kim’s
sisters: Kourtney, Khloe,
Kendall, Kylie, Kayleigh,
Katelyn, Karly, Kay-Kay,
Karenina and Khrushchev.

Scoff not, as this cultural
canker sore drew a huge re-
ality TV audience for close
to 15 years, perhaps never
so spellbindingly as in 2011
when Kim got her butt X-
rayed to prove it contained
no artificial ingredients, a
bulletin David Letterman
shared with his network
audience along with the
comment, “This is why
people fly planes into build-
ings.”

For better or worse,
something or someone
must fill the Kardashian
void, and, happily for Pitts-
burgh, a superhero from
out of our past has emerged,
ablond bomber who hath
avenged the city from the
depths of despair more than
once. OK, at least once, cer-
tainly.

Igive youthe star of E!’s

Matt Sayles/ssociated Press

From left, Khloe Kardashian, Kylie Jenner, Kris Jenner,
Kourtney Kardashian, Kim Kardashian and Kendall Jenner
arrive at the Kardashian Kollection launch party in Los

Angeles in 2011.

new reality series, “The
Bradshaw Bunch,” ladies
and gentlemen. ... Oh, God.

“I’'m afour-time Super
Bowl champion,” the old
Steelers quarterback told
noone in particular in Epi-
sode 1, a phrase he repeated
word for word in Episode 2,
soIthink we know some of
the dialogue from Episode 3,
which hasn’t aired yet.

For therecord, I've gone
asfarasI'm going with
“The Bradshaw Bunch,”
but if you are of that demo-
graphic within Steelers Na-
tion who never tires of
Bradshaw’s cackling forced
laughter or his relatively re-
cent habit of appearing par-
tially or totally nude in his
70s, let me at least describe
the storyboard in case your
boredom quotient here in
the Hunker Games isreach-
ing near-toxic levels.

In “The Bradshaw
Bunch,” the Blond Bomber
cavorts with his blond
fourth wife and three adult
blond daughters on an 800-
acreranch richly populated
with spouses, fiances,
grandkids, goats, alpacas,
donkeys, horses, chickens
and various additional cud-
chewing quadrupeds and
ruminants. At first glance,

itlooks suspiciously like
“The Real Housewives of
Thackerville, OK,” but
without quite the jewelry.

The premiere was
mostly about Terry’s inner
turmoil over the fact
youngest daughter Erin,
now 30, had breast aug-
mentation without telling
her father. On the sofa,
Terry confides in Tammy
(that’s his wife —try to
keep up) that he and Erin
have never had secrets, so
thisis a troubling develop-
ment. At that point, he
reaches behind the couch
to pull out an oversized
Bible and says, “God, give
me strength to talk to Erin
about the boob job.”

Oh, yeah, it’s the longest
22 minutes on television.

Later, on the same sofa,
Erin explains directly to the
camera this procedure isn’t
something a 30-year-old
woman talks to her father
about, necessarily. She did
it “in a very tasteful way,”
whatever the hell that
means, and concludes
“sometimes his heart’s just
alittle bit bigger than his
brain.”

Hmph.

Episode 2 has slightly
more action, teasing that

Terry will be driving a mon-
ster truck at an event in
Texas ina “race” against
stepdaughter Lacy, whom
he gratuitously reminds,
“Do you know I'm the most
watched football commen-
tator in America?”’ I've
heard he’s a four-time Su-
per Bowl champ.

Hoisted into the monster
truck cabfor a practice run,
Terry starts to hyperventi-
late inside his helmet, the
onset of a panic attack ne-
cessitating he be pulled free
and faux-humiliated, like
that’s even possible.

Desperate that the Brad-
shaw monster truck show-
down must go on, Terry
tries to talk Erin intoracing
against Lacy. Erin at first
refuses, as does oldest
daughter Rachel, who was
humiliated in Episode 1 be-
cause Terry tried boosting
her real estate career by
putting signs on park
benches that read, “Seal the
Deal with Rachel Brad-
shaw” and a phone number.

With no takers on the
monster truck rally, Terry
says, “I'll give you a hun-
dred thousand,” which was
probably his fee for show-
ing up in thefirst place.

Erinrelents, beats Lacy
around the dirt track,
jumps from the cab and
says, “Who won?”

Nobody, Erin. Nobody
won.

Inaquiet moment back
on the sofa, Terry tells
Tammy the whole thing
was embarrassing. Swollen
with wifely knowledge,
Tammy nonetheless offers
little solace: “All the things
that you’ve done in your
life, and THAT’S the thing
that embarrasses you?”

Episode 3 comes Thurs-
day.Iknow, butyoucan’t
Kardashian forever.

Gene Collier: gcol-
lier@post-gazette.com and
Twitter @genecollier.

FExhibit showcases women in Warhol’s life

WARHOL, FROM A-1

the doting mother and the
shy boy she rewarded with a
Hershey’s candy bar every
time he finished a page in a
coloring book.

Julia Warhol introduced
her son to the Sunday com-
ics and bought comic books
that later influenced his art.
She spent $9 — nine days of
housecleaning wages—on a
home movie projector he
used to screen movies of
Mickey and Minnie Mouse.
The budding artist created a
scrapbook of Hollywood
stars with autographed pic-
tures of Shirley Temple, Car-
men Miranda, Mae West
and many other actresses,
according to a Warhol biog-
raphy published this year by
author Blake Gopnik.

Ultimately, the gay art-
ist’s fascination with celeb-
rity, fashion and movie stars
inspired his screen prints of
Marilyn Monroe and Jac-
queline Kennedy Onassis,
plus an entire galaxy of fa-
mous women from various
fields who appear in the
show’s final gallery.

In the 1960s and *70s, War-
hol cast strong women in his
films and easily named his
three favorite women artists
— Lynda Benglis, Alice Neel
and Louise Nevelson, ac-
cording to Mr. Gopnik’s bi-
ography. His female friends
included a wealthy debu-
tante, two supermodels, a
revolutionary filmmaker
and a radical feminist. A
team of curators researched
each person featured, and
most of the art, artifacts, film
and video are from the mu-
seum’s collection.

“These individuals are re-
ally fascinating,” Mr. Diaz
said. “I didn’t know who
Donna Jordan and Jane
Forth were until T looked at
their photos. They were
some of the leading Ameri-
can supermodels. Warhol
found them fascinating
enough to use them as stars
inafilm in France.”

Chris Von Wangenheim’s
photographic portraits of
Forth and a bikini-clad
blond Jordan, who appeared
in the French edition of
Vogue, have an aura of lush
splendor. Along with Jerry
Hall, Grace Jones and Jes-
sica Lange, the two models
were discovered by fashion
illustrator Antonio Lopez.

The Andy Warhol Museum

Images from “Femme Touch,” an exhibition on women intertwined with Andy Warhol’s life
and career, are now on display at The Andy Warhol Museum on the North Side.

Forth and Jordan starred in
“L’Amour,” a 1973 romantic
comedy Warhol shot in
Paris that included fashion
designer Karl Lagerfeld.

“Femme Touch” features
ephemera and clothing from
Tally Brown, a flamboyant
actress, trained opera singer
and civil rights activist. The
Juilliard-educated vocalist
sang ballads, blues and jazz
and performed on and off
Broadway.

Brown appeared in four
Warhol films and made her
own plus-sized clothes. Her
black matching top and
pants ensemble are dis-
played on a mannequin
topped by a big curly black
wig and a large set of ear-
rings. The Warhol museum
acquired her personal ef-
fects from Timothy Green-
field-Sanders, an acclaimed
documentary filmmaker
and portrait photographer.

In New York City, Warhol
met Brigid Berlin, a former
debutante who dipped her
breasts in paint to make
prints; Mario Montez, a drag
performer who played a ba-
nana-eating Jean Harlow;
and Barbara Rubin, a cul-
tural matchmaker and ex-
perimental filmmaker.

Berlin began working at
Warhol’s studio in 1975 and
remained his friend until he
died in 1987. She talked with
Warhol nearly every day,
and a black-and-white por-
trait shows how comfortable
they were with each other.

Montez worked at office
jobs but excelled as a drag,
stage and film performer
who took his name as an
homage to the Dominican
movie star Maria Montez.

“Mario identified as
male,” Mr. Diaz said, adding
the drag performer called
his artistry “going into cos-
tume.”

Warhol admired the con-
ceptual thinking of Rubin,
an experimental filmmaker
who made “Christmas on
Earth.” Rubin, who intro-
duced him to musicians Bob
Dylan and Lou Reed and
poet Alan Ginsberg, moved
to France, became a Hasidic
Jew and died at age 35.

Also part of the scene was
Candy Darling, a transgen-
der woman and actress who
exuded glamour and ap-
peared in two of Warhol’s
films. A gallery devoted to
her life includes gowns that
typified her style.

Warhol’s most volatile ac-
quaintance was Valerie
Solanas, a radical feminist
who critiqued America’s pa-
triarchal culture in her
“SCUM Manifesto.” She
starred in a 1967 Warhol
film, “I, A Man,” but became
upset with the artist after he
lost a script for a play she
wrote. Solanas, who suffered
from paranoid delusions, be-
lieved Warhol had designs
on the play, according to Mr.
Gopnik’s biography.

She shot Warhol on a New
York street in June 1968, an

attack that nearly killed
him. A gallery devoted to
Solanas features film footage
of her arrest and a giant
poster version of the New
York Daily News front page
with the headline “Actress
Shoots Andy Warhol.”

Due to the pandemic, no
headphones are used with
the exhibit, so all the film
footage is silent. The absence
of sound allows viewers to
focus on how conscious of
the camera Warhol's friends
were when it was trained on
them.

The show’s colorful por-
traits of Black drag per-
former Wilhelmina Ross are
from the artist’s “Ladies and
Gentlemen” series. Ross ap-
peared in 73 of the portraits;
Italian art dealer Luciano
Anselmino paid Warhol
$905,000 for the canvases.

The exhibition’s last sec-
tion, “My Fair Ladies,” fea-
tures a three-minute color
screen test of Edie Sedgwick,
an actress and model who
starred in several of War-
hol’s short films in the 1960s.
Then comes a wide array of
Warhol portraits including
Judy Garland, Lana Turner,
Jane Fonda and Aretha
Franklin. The Queen of Soul
appears in vivid hues and
was the last one Warhol did
before his death on Feb. 22,
1987.

Marylynne Pitz:
mpitz@post-gazette.com or
on Twitter: @mpitzpg.
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